THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD - FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
January 10-11, 2026

AS WE GATHER

Today we hear that divine promise in Isaiah 42, identifying Jesus as God’s chosen servant. From the
beginning, however, we are told He is not only to be King of the Jews alone but a light to lighten the
Gentiles also. The great news is that He is the Savior of and for all people, the descendants not only of
Abraham but also of Adam and Noah! By repentance of sin and faith in Christ, worked by the same Spirit
that marked Jesus as the chosen one at His Baptism, now all who are baptized into Christ—Jew or
Gentile—are the chosen people of God. Praising and thanking God for calling and saving us, we echo the
Gospel to all people in the words of the Psalm: “Praise the Lord, all nations! Extol Him, all peoples!”
(Psalm 117:1).

HYMN “I Want to Walk As A Child Of The Light” LSB 411
1 I want to walk as a child of the light.
I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world.
The star of my life is Jesus. Refrain

ref In Him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

2 I want to see the brightness of God.
I want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path,
And show me the way to the Father. Refrain

3 I’m looking for the coming of Christ.
I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race,
We shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain
Text: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934-2025
Music: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Text and music: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003888

INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 43:4; Psalm 117
P Iwill go to the altar of God,
C to God my exceeding joy.

P Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol Him, all peoples!
C For great is His steadfast love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD!

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P Jesus Christ is God’s chosen one, who came and who comes again today to call everyone to
salvation from sin and death and who makes all who are baptized in His name to be the chosen sons



PSALM

and daughters of God. Marked by the sacred waters of Holy Baptism, let us receive God’s assurance

and promise of forgiveness.

Almighty God, our dear Father in heaven, in Holy Baptism You have marked us with the sign
of the holy cross upon our foreheads and upon our hearts to mark us as people of Your
choosing to be redeemed by Christ the crucified. Open our eyes to Your light of freedom and
forgiveness and to Your calling of us to be Your own chosen people of Your eternal kingdom.

Upon this your confession, the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given
you the new birth of water and of the Spirit, has forgiven you all your sins. God strengthen you with

His grace to life *I+ everlasting.
Amen.

Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness.

The voice of the LORD is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders,

the LORD, over many waters.

The voice of the LORD is powerful;

the voice of the LORD is full of majesty.

The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon.
He makes Lebanon to skip like a calf,
and Sirion like a young wild ox.

The voice of the LORD

flashes forth flames of fire.

The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

The voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth
and strips the forests bare,

and in his temple all cry, “Glory!”

The LORD sits enthroned over the flood;

the LORD sits enthroned as king forever.

May the LORD give strength to his people!

May the LORD bless his people with peace!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

LSB 152



P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all
let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen.

SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your beloved
Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their
calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 42:1-9
"Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him and he will
bring justice to the nations. He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will
not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; he will not
falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his law the islands will put their hope." This is
what God the Lord says- he who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and all
that comes out of it, who gives breath to its people, and life to those who walk on it: "I, the Lord , have called
you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the
people and a light for the Gentiles, to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from
the dungeon those who sit in darkness. "I am the Lord ; that is my name! I will not give my glory to another or
my praise to idols. See, the former things have taken place, and new things I declare; before they spring into
being I announce them to you." Song of Praise to the Lord. (NIV)

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Romans 6:1-11
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We died to sin; how
can we live in it any longer? Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized
into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. If we have been united with
him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. For we know that our old
self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves
to sin-- because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we
will also live with him. For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no
longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.
In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. (NIV)

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 3:13—17
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But John tried to deter him, saying, "I need
to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to
fulfill all righteousness." Then John consented. As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At
that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. And
a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased." (NIV)

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED Nicene Creed
C Ibelieve in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life "I« everlasting. Amen.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

HYMN “All Christians Who Have Been Baptized” LSB 596 sts. 14
1 All Christians who have been baptized,

Who know the God of heaven,

And in whose daily life is prized
The name of Christ once given:

Consider now what God has done,

The gifts He gives to ev’ryone
Baptized into Christ Jesus!

2 You were before your day of birth,
Indeed, from your conception,
Condemned and lost with all the earth,
None good, without exception.
For like your parents’ flesh and blood,



Turned inward from the highest good,
You constantly denied Him.

3 But all of that was washed away—
Immersed and drowned forever.
The water of your Baptism day
Restored again whatever
Old Adam and his sin destroyed
And all our sinful selves employed
According to our nature.

4  In Baptism we now put on Christ—
Our shame is fully covered
With all that He once sacrificed
And freely for us suffered.
For here the flood of His own blood
Now makes us holy, right, and good
Before our heav’nly Father.
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. Jon D. Vieker, 1961
Tune” Etlich Cristlich lider, Wittenberg, 1524; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941
Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003888
Music: Public domain

SERMON Baptism Brings Good Friday & Easter Every Day! Text: Romans 6:1-11
OFFERING
HYMN “All Christians Who Have Been Baptized” LSB 596 sts. 5—6

5 O Christian, firmly hold this gift
And give God thanks forever!
It gives the power to uplift
In all that you endeavor.
When nothing else revives your soul,
Your Baptism stands and makes you whole
And then in death completes you.

6  So use it well! You are made new—
In Christ a new creation!
As faithful Christians, live and do
Within your own vocation,
Until that day when you possess
His glorious robe of righteousness
Bestowed on you forever!
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. Jon D. Vieker, 1961
Tune” Etlich Cristlich lider, Wittenberg, 1524; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941
Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003888
Music: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P All glory and praise to You, O God, for You have created all mankind in Your image to live in Your
love and fellowship forever in Your eternal kingdom. By Your design, You have defeated the devil
and the power of sin and death by the sacrifice of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and opened the



kingdom of heaven to all believers. He became Y our chosen one in His Baptism in the waters of the
Jordan River and by Your Holy Spirit, in order that all who are baptized in His name and by the
same Spirit may be restored to newness of life as Your chosen sons and daughters. Help us to
extend the same invitation of Your mercy and grace to all people. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Grant that Your church be guided in true faith and worship by faithful pastors and shepherds of
Your flock, that we may sing Your praises joyfully now and in eternity. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Help us to live with integrity as people of Your own possession, guarding us from all evil and
leading us safely in the ways of Your good and gracious will. Give to all in the authority of
government a desire for good order to the promotion of freedom and faithfulness to the ways of
peace. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P To all who are yet enslaved by the darkness of sin and separation from You, cause the light of Your
salvation to break forth that many may hear of Your deliverance and the hope of life and love by
faith in the Savior and be drawn by the Spirit to Your covenant of Holy Baptism. Lord, in Your
mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Grant healing and relief to all who are sick, homebound, or in any need or distress, [especially . . .].
that they may know the power of Your love. Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P We remember all the saints who have gone before us, [especially . . .]. Give us a heart of wisdom
that when our last hour comes, we are granted a blessed end in the life of the world to come. Lord,
in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
C Amen.

HYMN “Beautiful Savior” LSB 537
1  Beautiful Savior,
King of creation,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I’d love Thee,
Truly I’d serve Thee,
Light of my soul, my joy, my crown.

2 Fair are the meadows,
Fair are the woodlands,
Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer,
Jesus is purer,
He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing.

3 Fair is the sunshine,
Fair is the moonlight,
Bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter,
Jesus shines purer
Than all the angels in the sky.

4  Beautiful Savior,
Lord of the nations,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor,
Praise, adoration
Now and forevermore be Thine!
Text: Miinsterisch Gesangbuch, 1677, Miinster; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823—-1904
Tune: Silesian, 19" cent.; setting: Service Book and Hymnal, 1958
Text and music: Public domain
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