FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
January 31 — February 1, 2026

AS WE GATHER
Many of the words that we use on a regular basis in our worship have a rich and meaningful history that
is often not well known. The word blessed or blessing used in the liturgy and hymns of the church is
derived from the Old English word bloedsian, “to make something sacred.” This word, traced further
back to an ancient Germanic dialect, originally meant “to make sacred in marking with blood.” That
meaningful linkage is well reflected in the eighteenth-century hymn text by English clergyman Joseph
Humphreys, which begins: “Blest the children of our God, They are bought with Christ’s own blood;
They are ransomed from the grave, Life eternal they will have” (LW 370:1). In his poetic text,
Humphreys echoes 1 John, where we read: “But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin” (1:7). We are
blessed though the blood of Jesus to be the children of God! As we pray with hymnwriter Humphreys:
“With them numbered may we be here and in eternity!” (LW 370:1).

HYMN “Blest The Children Of Our God” Lutheran Worship (LW)370
1  Blest the children of our God,
They are bought with Christ’s own blood;
They are ransomed from the grave,
Life eternal they will have:
With them numbered may we be
Here and in eternity!

2 They are justified by grace,
They enjoy the Savior’s peace;
All their sins are washed away,
They will stand in God’s great day:
With them numbered may we be
Here and in eternity!

3 They are lights upon the earth,
Children of a heav’nly birth;
One with God, with Jesus one;
Glory is in them begun:
With them numbered may we be
Here and in eternity!
Text: Joseph Humphreys, b. 1720, alt.
Text: Public domain

INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 89:1-2, 5, 8, 52; Isaiah 2:5b

P I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever;
C with my mouth I will make known Your faithfulness to all generations.

P For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever; in the heavens You will establish Your
faithfulness.”

C Let the heavens praise Your wonders, O Lord, Your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy
ones!



P O LORrD God of hosts, who is mighty as You are, O Lord, with Your faithfulness all around You?
C Blessed be the Lord forever! Amen and Amen. Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our gracious heavenly Father.

C Eternal God, we confess that by nature we are sinful people. We are given to sinful thoughts,
sinful words, and sinful deeds. We have transgressed Your law in many ways, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have often been heedless of our calling to
follow in Your ways. Because of our sins and our sinfulness, we deserve Your punishment now
and for eternity. Gracious God, in Your mercy, forgive our sin and restore us to a full and
joyful relationship with You through the merits of Jesus, our Lord. Direct our days by Your
Holy Spirit that we may joyfully follow Your will and gladly obey Your commandments as
Your redeemed people, bringing the brightness of Your light to the darkened world.

P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the ~I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and
body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will
surely do it. Be at peace.

C Thanks be to God. Amen.

PSALM 15
P O LorD, who shall sojourn in Your tent? Who shall dwell on Your holy hill?

Men: He who walks blamelessly and does what is right and speaks truth in his heart,
Women: who does not slander with his tongue and does no evil to his neighbor, nor takes up a
reproach against his friend;

Men: in whose eyes a vile person is despised, but who honors those who fear the LORD; who swears to
his own hurt and does not change,
Women: who does not put out his money at interest and does not take a bribe against the innocent.

C He who does these things shall never be moved.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

HAVE MERCY ON YOUR PEOPLE, LORD Tune: LSB 733
1  Have mercy on Your people, Lord.
Have mercy, Christ, our King.
Renew us by Your mercy, Lord;
Accept the prayers we bring.
Text: Dorothy Hoyer Scharlemann, 1912-2002
Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no.
110003888

SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
Father of glory, You reveal Your greatness in showing mercy. Keep our focus faithfully on the cross
of Christ, where Your mercy was displayed in its fullness, and fill our hearts with thankfulness for
Your gift of salvation; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Micah 6:1-8
Listen to what the Lord says: "Stand up, plead your case before the mountains; let the hills hear what you have
to say. Hear, O mountains, the Lord 's accusation; listen, you everlasting foundations of the earth. For the Lord
has a case against his people; he is lodging a charge against Israel. "My people, what have I done to you? How
have I burdened you? Answer me. I brought you up out of Egypt and redeemed you from the land of slavery. I
sent Moses to lead you, also Aaron and Miriam. My people, remember what Balak king of Moab counseled and
what Balaam son of Beor answered. Remember your journey from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the
righteous acts of the Lord." With what shall I come before the Lord and bow down before the exalted God?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of
rams, with ten thousand rivers of 0il? Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for
the sin of my soul? He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. (NIV)

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God. For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will
frustrate." Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God
made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not
know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. Jews
demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to
Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of
God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than man's wisdom, and the weakness of God
is stronger than man's strength. Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were
wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish
things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. He chose
the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are,
so that no one may boast before him. It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us
wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who
boasts boast in the Lord." (NIV)

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he
began to teach them saying: "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are

those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be



shown mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be
called sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you
because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you. (NIV)

P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to You, O Christ.

CATECHISM The Third Article

P

The Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed is focused on the Holy Spirit and the ways in which the
work of the Spirit blesses our lives. Often given the heading “Sanctification,” the Third Article
presents and emphasizes what matters for our spiritual lives now and forever. We confess:

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

What does this mean?
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or
come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts,

sanctified and kept me in the true faith.

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on
earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.

In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers.

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers
in Christ.

This is most certainly true.

HYMN “Jesus Sat With His Disciples” LSB 932

1

Jesus sat with His disciples
On a mountainside one day;
As the crowds of people gathered,
He began to teach and say:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit,
Heaven’s kingdom they will share.
Blessed are the sad and mourning,
Joy and comfort will be theirs.

“Blessed are the meek and humble,
All the earth to them is willed.
Those who hunger to be holy,
They are bless’d and will be filled.
Yes, the merciful are blesséd,
Mercy will to them be shown.
And the pure in heart are blessed,
They have eyes for God alone.



3 “Blesséd are God’s sons and daughters,
Making peace where there is strife.
Blessed are the persecuted,
Who for righteousness lose life;
Their reward is great in heaven,
In the kingdom up above—
So be glad to share My suff’ring
And rejoice to know My love.”
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955
Tune: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text: © 1997 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn
License no. 110003888
Tune: © 1987 GIA Publication, Inc.

SERMON - From Acts To Action - Blessed To Bless Text: Acts 3:25-26
OFFERING — We Return To The Lord From His blessings To Bless His Kingdom’s Work

HYMN “O Bless The Lord, My Soul” LSB 814
1 O bless the Lord, my soul!
Let all within me join
And aid my tongue to bless His name
Whose favors are divine.

2 O bless the Lord, my soul,
Nor let His mercies lie
Forgotten in unthankfulness
And without praises die!

3 ’Tis He forgives thy sins;
"Tis He relieves thy pain;
"Tis He that heals thy sicknesses
And makes thee young again.

4  He crowns thy life with love
When ransomed from the grave;
He that redeemed my soul from hell
Hath sov’reign pow’r to save.

5 He fills the poor with good;
He gives the suff’rers rest.
The Lord hath judgments for the proud
And justice for th’oppressed.

6  His wondrous works and ways
He made by Moses known,
But sent the world His truth and grace
By His beloved Son.
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748
Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731-76; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941
Text and music: Public domain



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs:

We pray for the church, the Bride of Christ, that through her the message of salvation be proclaimed
and the gifts of God be shared. We pray this day for all nations of the world, that there be an end to
hostilities and that times of peacefulness prevail everywhere.

We pray for our families and our neighbors. Move us to reach out in every direction with the joyful
news of the Gospel, that people may become part of the kingdom of God now and forever. We pray
for all people in various conditions, especially for the hospitalized and those who are homebound
during this season. We pray for the unemployed, those who are downcast or grieving, and for all
those for whom our petitions are desired, [including . . .].

We remember those who have shared the faith with us and now have departed this life in joyful
hope. Confidently, we await the time when we shall rejoice together with them eternally along with
saints and angels and all the company of heaven. Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for
whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR

PREFACE
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C Welift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE
P Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,

Lord our God. You call us to be Your people, who find forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation in
Christ. Grant us the gift of Your Spirit that we may receive Your blessings with thankfulness for the
forgiveness purchased for us by our Savior on the cross of Calvary. Grant that we receive the body
and blood of our Lord given here as the bread of life and cup of salvation, which are a foretaste of



the feast to come in Your eternal kingdom. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and praise,
together with the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

SANCTUS LSB 161
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P Blessed are You, almighty Lord, for calling us as Your people and displaying Your abiding care for
us. In many ways, through carrying out Your plan through both good times and times of struggle
here on the earth, You have blessed us with Your presence and Your peace. Gathered as Your
family at Your gracious invitation, strengthen our faith toward You and in ongoing and forgiving
love for one another as we await Your coming in Your glorious kingdom at the end of time. Send
Your Holy Spirit upon us to sanctify and renew us in body and soul for the sake of Your Son, our
Savior, Jesus Christ, in whose name we offer our thanksgiving.

C Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to His disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. Do
this in remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new covenant in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB 163
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

HYMN “My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less” LSB 576
1 My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
No merit of my own I claim
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. Refrain

ref On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand,
All other ground is sinking sand.



2 When darkness veils His lovely face,

I rest on His unchanging grace;
In ev’ry high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil. Refrain

His oath, His covenant and blood
Support me in the raging flood,

When ev’ry earthly prop gives way,

He then is all my hope and stay. Refrain

When He shall come with trumpet sound,

Oh, may I then in Him be found,

Clothed in His righteousness alone,
Redeemed to stand before His throne! Refrain

Text: Edward Mote, 17971874, alt.
Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816-68
Text and music: Public domain

HYMN “Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared” LSB 622

1

Lord Jesus Christ, You have prepared
This feast for our salvation;
It is Your body and Your blood,
And at Your invitation
As weary souls, with sin oppressed,
We come to You for needed rest,
For comfort, and for pardon.

Although You did to heav’n ascend,
Where angel hosts are dwelling,
And in Your presence they behold
Your glory, all excelling,
And though Your people shall not see
Your glory and Your majesty
Till dawns the judgment morning,

Yet, Savior, You are not confined
To any habitation;

But You are present even now
Here with Your congregation.
Firm as a rock this truth shall stand,
Unmoved by any daring hand

Or subtle craft and cunning.

We eat this bread and drink this cup,
Your precious Word believing

That Your true body and Your blood
Our lips are here receiving.

This Word remains forever true;

All things are possible with You,
For You are Lord Almighty.



5 Though reason cannot understand,
Yet faith this truth embraces:
Your body, Lord, is even now
At once in many places.
I leave to You how this can be;
Your Word alone suffices me;
I trust its truth unfailing.

6 Lord, I believe what You have said;
Help me when doubts assail me.
Remember that I am but dust,
And let my faith not fail me.
Your supper in this vale of tears
Refreshes me and stills my fears
And is my priceless treasure.

7  Grant that we worthily receive
Your supper, Lord, our Savior,
And, truly grieving for our sins,
May prove by our behavior
That we are thankful for Your grace
And day by day may run our race,
In holiness increasing.

8 For Your consoling supper, Lord,
Be praised throughout all ages!
Preserve it, for in ev’ry place
The world against it rages.
Grant that this sacrament may be
A blesseéd comfort unto me
When living and when dying.
Text: Samuel Kinner, 1603—-68; tr. Emanuel Cronenwett, 18411931, alt.
Tune: Peter Sohren, c. 1630-92, alt.; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941
Text and music: Public domain

HYMN “Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray” LSB 623
1  Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray
That we may feast on You today;
Beneath these forms of bread and wine
Enrich us with Your grace divine.

2 Give us, who share this wondrous food,
Your body broken and Your blood,
The grateful peace of sins forgiv’n,
The certain joys of heirs of heav’n.

3 By faith Your Word has made us bold
To seize the gift of love retold;
All that You are we here receive,
And all we are to You we give.



4 One bread, one cup, one body, we,
Rejoicing in our unity,
Proclaim Your love until You come
To bring Your scattered loved ones home.

5 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray:
O keep us steadfast till that day
When each will be Your welcomed guest
In heaven’s high and holy feast.
Text: Henry E. Jacobs, 1844—1932, alt.
Tune: Cantionale Germanicum, Gochsheim, 1628; setting: Service Book and Hymnal, 1958
Text and music: Public domain

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

P Let us pray.
Blessed are You, heavenly Father, for You have once again fed and nourished us at Your Table
through the body and blood of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. As Your pilgrim people,
strengthen and support us so that we may continue to proclaim Your love to all the world. In this
Epiphany season, keep before us the vision of the brightness of Your glory, and bring us at last to
Your eternal kingdom, where You live and reign with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C Amen.

BENEDICAMUS
P Letus bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
C Amen.

HYMN “Lord of All Good” LSB 786
1  Lord of all good, our gifts we bring You now;
Use them Your holy purpose to fulfill.
Tokens of love and pledges they shall be
That our whole life is offered to Your will.

2 We give our minds to understand Your ways;
Hands, eyes, and voice to serve Your great design;
Hearts with the flame of Your own love ablaze—
Thus for Your glory all our pow’rs combine.

3 Father, whose bounty all creation shows;

Christ, by whose willing sacrifice we live;

Spirit, from whom all life in fullness flows:

To You with grateful hearts ourselves we give.
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-84, alt.
Tune: Henry Lawes, 1595-1662; setting: New English Hymnal, 1986
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003888
Music: Public domain
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