
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

April 21, 2024 

 

PRELUDE, BELLS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, WELCOME 

 

HYMN      “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now”     LSB 902 

1 Lord Jesus Christ, be present now; 

Our hearts in true devotion bow. 

Your Spirit send with light divine, 

And let Your truth within us shine. 

 

2 Unseal our lips to sing Your praise 

In endless hymns through all our days. 

Increase our faith and light our minds; 

And set us free from doubt that blinds. 

 

3 Then shall we join the hosts that cry, 

“O holy, holy Lord Most High!” 

And in the light of that blest place 

We then shall see You face to face. 

 

D 4 All glory to the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To You, O blessèd Trinity, 

Be praise throughout eternity! 

Text: Lutherisch Hand-Büchlein, 1648, Altenburg; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Cantionale Germanicum, Gochsheim, 1628; setting: Service Book and Hymnal, 1958 

Text and music: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES John 12:26; Ephesians 4:15; Psalm 25:1–3, 5, 10; 106:48 

P: Jesus said: “If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where I am, there will My servant be also. If 

anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.” 

C: Speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into Him who is the head, into Christ. 

  

P: To You, O LORD, I lift up my soul. O my God, in You I trust. 

C: Indeed, none who wait for You shall be put to shame. 

  

P: Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C: All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep His covenant and His 

testimonies. 

  

P: Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting! 

C: And let all the people say, “Amen!” Praise the LORD! 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P: Let us humble ourselves before God, confess our sins to Him, and pray for His gracious forgiveness.  

C: O Lord God Almighty, we confess that we are sinful human beings by nature and by deed. We have 

not put You first at all times. We have not followed in the ways You have set forth for us.  



 We have not always been thoughtful caretakers of Your creation and have not shared its bounty on 

all occasions. We have not kept our thoughts, words, and deeds fully pure and honorable. We have 

sinned in ways we know and in ways we do not even recognize. We have not honored those in 

authority and have not without reservation encouraged them. We have not completely put the best 

construction on all things and on all people. Have mercy on us, O Lord. Forgive us all our sins, and 

finally by Your grace, bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 

  

P: The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all our sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  

 

INTROIT Psalm 23; antiphon: John 10:14, 15b 

I am the good shepherd. 

 I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

The LORD is my shepherd; 

 I shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

 He leads me beside still waters. 

He restores my soul. 

 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

 your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

 you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

I am the good shepherd. 

 I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

 

SALUTATION 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

Risen and ascended Lord, You are the Good Shepherd. You lay down Your life for the sheep; they are 

Yours. Empower Your church to reach every sheep that belongs to You and to give witness until You have 

brought all Your sheep into one fold; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT 2 Kings 20:1–11 

In those days Hezekiah became ill and was at the point of death. The prophet Isaiah son of Amoz went to him 

and said, "This is what the Lord says: Put your house in order, because you are going to die; you will not 

recover." 

Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the Lord, 

 



"Remember, O Lord, how I have walked before you faithfully and with wholehearted devotion and have done 

what is good in your eyes." And Hezekiah wept bitterly. 

Before Isaiah had left the middle court, the word of the Lord came to him: 

"Go back and tell Hezekiah, the leader of my people, 'This is what the Lord, the God of your father David, says: 

I have heard your prayer and seen your tears; I will heal you. On the third day from now you will go up to the 

temple of the Lord. 

I will add fifteen years to your life. And I will deliver you and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria. I 

will defend this city for my sake and for the sake of my servant David.' " 

Then Isaiah said, "Prepare a poultice of figs." They did so and applied it to the boil, and he recovered. 

Hezekiah had asked Isaiah, "What will be the sign that the Lord will heal me and that I will go up to the temple 

of the Lord on the third day from now?" 

Isaiah answered, "This is the Lord 's sign to you that the Lord will do what he has promised: Shall the shadow 

go forward ten steps, or shall it go back ten steps?" 

"It is a simple matter for the shadow to go forward ten steps," said Hezekiah. "Rather, have it go back ten 

steps." 

Then the prophet Isaiah called upon the Lord, and the Lord made the shadow go back the ten steps it had gone 

down on the stairway of Ahaz. (NIV)  

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE Acts 12:1–17 

It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them. 

He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword. 

When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread. 

After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. 

Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover. 

So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him. 

The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two 

chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. 

Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him 

up. "Quick, get up!" he said, and the chains fell off Peter's wrists. 

Then the angel said to him, "Put on your clothes and sandals." And Peter did so. "Wrap your cloak around you 

and follow me," the angel told him. 

Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he 

thought he was seeing a vision. 

They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by 

itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left him. 

Then Peter came to himself and said, "Now I know without a doubt that the Lord sent his angel and rescued me 

from Herod's clutches and from everything the Jewish people were anticipating." 

When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also called Mark, where many 

people had gathered and were praying. Peter knocked at the outer entrance, and a servant girl named Rhoda 

came to answer the door. When she recognized Peter's voice, she was so overjoyed she ran back without 

opening it and exclaimed, "Peter is at the door!" 

"You're out of your mind," they told her. When she kept insisting that it was so, they said, "It must be his 

angel." 

But Peter kept on knocking, and when they opened the door and saw him, they were astonished. 

Peter motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and described how the Lord had brought him out of prison. 

"Tell James and the brothers about this," he said, and then he left for another place. (NIV)  

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 



HOLY GOSPEL Luke 11:1–10 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh chapter. 

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us 

to pray, just as John taught his disciples." 

He said to them, "When you pray, say: " 'Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. 

Give us each day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into temptation. ' " 

Then he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and says, 'Friend, lend 

me three loaves of bread, because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set 

before him.' 

"Then the one inside answers, 'Don't bother me. The door is already locked, and my children are with me in bed. 

I can't get up and give you anything.' 

I tell you, though he will not get up and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because of the man's 

boldness he will get up and give him as much as he needs. 

"So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to 

you. 

For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. (NIV) 

 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

NICENE CREED  

 I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 



     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life + of the world to come. Amen. 

 

HYMN      “Eternal Spirit of the Living Christ”     LSB 769 

1 Eternal Spirit of the living Christ, 

    I know not how to ask or what to say; 

I only know my need, as deep as life, 

    And only You can teach me how to pray. 

 

2 Come, pray in me the prayer I need this day; 

    Help me to see Your purpose and Your will— 

Where I have failed, what I have done amiss; 

    Held in forgiving love, let me be still. 

 

3 Come with the strength I lack, bring vision clear 

    Of human need; O give me eyes to see 

Fulfillment of my life in love outpoured, 

    My life in You, O Christ; Your love in me. 

Text: Frank von Christierson, 1900–96, alt. 

Tune: Henry Lawes, 1595-1662; setting: Carl F. Schalk, b. 1929 

Text: © 1974 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 

no. 110003888 

Tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON Red Letter – BEING Challenge – Prioritize Prayer 

 

OFFERING 

 

HYMN     “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”     LSB 770      (Saturday) 

1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 

    All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 

    Oh, what needless pain we bear— 

All because we do not carry 

    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

 

2 Have we trials and temptations? 

    Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

    Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

 



3 Are we weak and heavy laden, 

    Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; 

    Thou wilt find a solace there. 

Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819–86 

Tune: Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918; setting: The Hymn Book, 1971 

Text and music: Public domain 

 

"Bound for the Promised Land" - Adult Choir      (Sunday) 

Contributors: Lloyd Larson 

Text and tune: © 2007, Lorenz Publishing. All rights reserved. 

Used by permission: One License #A-742369. All rights reserved. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord, coming to His throne of grace for the needs of ourselves and others. 

 

Trusting in God’s loving response, we pray for the church and all who are called to lives of service to God’s 

people, asking that the Lord will bless His undershepherds and all who care for His flock. 

C: Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  

P: We pray for ourselves, that the Holy Spirit guide us into gracious ways and instill in us a holy confidence in 

the goodness of our God, aiding us in our prayers. With thanks for the faithful examples set by those whose 

earthly journeys are complete and whose witness to Christ yet inspires us, let us pray to the Lord: 

C: Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  

P: We pray for the blessing of God upon our nation and its leaders that we may lead peaceable lives, and we 

pray for the needs of ourselves and others for healing and restoration, for solace and comfort, [especially...]. 

C: Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  

P: These things and all else that we should have asked grant us according to Your gracious will, O Lord, for 

the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 



 

PREFACE 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

  

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, Lord our 

God. You call us to be Your people and invite us to bring our cares to You in prayer. You did so love the 

world that You sent Your only Son to be our Redeemer. By His sacrificial life and death and glorious 

resurrection He has brought us salvation and has shown us the path to life eternal. Pour upon us now the gift 

of the Holy Spirit that we may receive the body and blood of our Lord with true devotion in this sacred 

fellowship of Your pilgrim people. Grant us a foretaste of the feast to come, heavenly Father, that we may 

with increased faith joyfully await a blessed eternity in Your glorious presence. 

C: Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke 

it and gave it to His disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of Me." 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new covenant in My + blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 

 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 

    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

  

2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 

    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 

    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN     “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”     LSB 702 

1 My faith looks up to Thee, 

Thou Lamb of Calvary, 

    Savior divine. 

Now hear me while I pray; 

Take all my guilt away; 

O let me from this day 

    Be wholly Thine! 

 

2 May Thy rich grace impart 

Strength to my fainting heart; 

    My zeal inspire! 

As Thou hast died for me, 

Oh, may my love to Thee 

Pure, warm, and changeless be, 

    A living fire! 

 

3 While life’s dark maze I tread 

And griefs around me spread, 

    Be Thou my guide; 

Bid darkness turn to day, 

Wipe sorrow’s tears away, 

Nor let me ever stray 

    From Thee aside. 

 

4 When ends life’s transient dream, 

When death’s cold, sullen stream 

    Shall o’er me roll, 

Blest Savior, then, in love, 

Fear and distrust remove; 

O bear me safe above, 

    A ransomed soul! 

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808–87 

Music: Lowell mason, 1792-1872 

Text and music: Public domain 

 

HYMN     “Come, My Soul, with Every Care”     LSB 779 

1 Come, my soul, with ev’ry care, 

Jesus loves to answer prayer; 

He Himself has bid thee pray, 

Therefore will not turn away. 

 

2 Thou art coming to a King, 

Large petitions with thee bring; 

For His grace and pow’r are such 

None can ever ask too much. 

 

3 With my burden I begin: 

Lord, remove this load of sin; 

Let Thy blood, for sinners spilt, 

Set my conscience free from guilt. 

 



4 Lord, Thy rest to me impart, 

Take possession of my heart; 

There Thy blood-bought right maintain 

And without a rival reign. 

 

5 While I am a pilgrim here, 

Let Thy love my spirit cheer; 

As my guide, my guard, my friend, 

Lead me to my journey’s end. 

 

6 Show me what is mine to do; 

Ev’ry hour my strength renew. 

Let me live a life of faith; 

Let me die Thy people’s death. 

Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt. 

Tune: Justin H. Knecht, 1752-1817; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal. 1941 

Text and music: Public domain  

 

HYMN     “Feed Thy Children, God Most Holy”     LSB 774 

1 Feed Thy children, God most holy; 

Comfort sinners poor and lowly. 

    O Thou Bread of Life from heaven, 

    Bless the food Thou here hast given! 

As these gifts the body nourish, 

May our souls in graces flourish 

    Till with saints in heav’nly splendor 

    At Thy feast due thanks we render. 

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 

Tune: Johann Cruger, 1598-1662; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003888 

Music: Public domain 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P: Let us pray. 

Gracious and eternal God, we thank You for having fed us with the body and blood of our Lord Jesus. Grant 

that the bread of life and blood of Christ that has been shared and received in this blessed Meal be for us that 

life-giving food that sustains us on our earthly journeys as we serve You all our days; through the same 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 

ever. 

C: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

HYMN     “Renew Me, O Eternal Light”     LSB 704 

1 Renew me, O eternal Light, 

And let my heart and soul be bright, 

Illumined with the light of grace 

That issues from Your holy face. 



 

2 Remove the pow’r of sin from me 

And cleanse all my impurity 

That I may have the strength and will 

Temptations of the flesh to still. 

 

3 Create in me a new heart, Lord, 

That gladly I obey Your Word. 

Let what You will be my desire, 

And with new life my soul inspire. 

 

4 Grant that I only You may love 

And seek those things which are above 

Till I behold You face to face, 

O Light eternal, through Your grace. 

Text: Johann Friedrich Ruopp, 1672–1708; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.  

Tune: As hymnodus sacer, Leipzig, 1625; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941  

Text and music: Public domain 
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