
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

January 29, 2023 

 

“Amazing Grace”  LSB 744    sts. 1–5 

1 Amazing grace—how sweet the sound— 

    That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, 

    Was blind but now I see! 

 

2 The Lord has promised good to me, 

    His Word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be 

    As long as life endures. 

 

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares 

    I have already come; 

His grace has brought me safe thus far, 

    His grace will lead me home. 

 

4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail 

    And mortal life shall cease, 

Amazing grace shall then prevail 

    In heaven’s joy and peace. 

 

5 When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

    Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

    Than when we’d first begun. 

Text (sts. 1–4): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

Pastor In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 1 Corinthians 1:18, 30 

Pastor The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, 

Congregation but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

  

Pastor He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, 

Congregation whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor Let us go to the throne of God’s grace, confessing our sins and asking His mercy for the sake of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Congregation I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 

mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 



  

Pastor We cannot repay God for our offenses, but He has given us His only Son to pay for every sin. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation Amen. Thanks be to God. 

 

INTROIT Psalm 1:1–5; antiphon: v. 6 

P:  For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

C: but the way of the wicked will perish. 

P:  Blessèd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

  nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

C: but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 

  and on his law he meditates day and night. 

P: He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. 

    In all that he does, he prospers. 

C: The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 

P: Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

 nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

     and to the Holy Spirit; 

     as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P: For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

C: but the way of the wicked will perish. 

 

SALUTATION 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 

Congregation And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You have told us what pleases You and how we should live. 

Congregation Help us to do justice and love kindness in response to Jesus’ life of perfect obedience and 

sacrificial death on our behalf; 

Pastor through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Congregation Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING   Micah 6:1–8 

Listen to what the Lord says: "Stand up, plead your case before the mountains; let the hills hear what you have 

to say. Hear, O mountains, the Lord 's accusation; listen, you everlasting foundations of the earth. For the Lord 

has a case against his people; he is lodging a charge against Israel. 

"My people, what have I done to you? How have I burdened you? Answer me. I brought you up out of Egypt 

and redeemed you from the land of slavery. I sent Moses to lead you, also Aaron and Miriam. 

My people, remember what Balak king of Moab counseled and what Balaam son of Beor answered. Remember 

your journey from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the righteous acts of the Lord ."  With what shall I 

come before the Lord and bow down before the exalted God? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

with calves a year old?  Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall I 

offer my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 

 



He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love 

mercy and to walk humbly with your God.  (NIV) 

 

Leader This is the Word of the Lord. 

Congregation Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE   1 Corinthians 1:18–31 

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 

power of God.  For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will 

frustrate." 

Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish 

the wisdom of the world?  For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God 

was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe.  

Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block 

to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power 

of God and the wisdom of God. 

For the foolishness of God is wiser than man's wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man's 

strength. 

Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not 

many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 

But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to 

shame the strong. 

He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things 

that are, so that no one may boast before him. 

It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God--that is, our 

righteousness, holiness and redemption.  Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord."  

(NIV) 

  

Leader This is the Word of the Lord. 

Congregation Thanks be to God. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC ADULT CHOIR  “ SHINES THE LIGHT” 

Words by Suan Naus Dengler   Music by Lee Dengler   CCLI license # 671043 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:1–12 

Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

Congregation Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he 

began to teach them saying: "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of 

me. 

 



Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 

who were before you.  (NIV) 

  

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Congregation Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  

 

“I Know My Faith is Founded”   LSB  587  

1 I know my faith is founded 

    On Jesus Christ, my God and Lord; 

And this my faith confessing, 

    Unmoved I stand on His sure Word. 

Our reason cannot fathom 

    The truth of God profound; 

Who trusts in human wisdom 

    Relies on shifting ground. 

God’s Word is all-sufficient, 

    It makes divinely sure; 

And trusting in its wisdom, 

    My faith shall rest secure. 

 

2 Increase my faith, dear Savior, 

    For Satan seeks by night and day 

To rob me of this treasure 

    And take my hope of bliss away. 

But, Lord, with You beside me, 

    I shall be undismayed; 

And led by Your good Spirit, 



    I shall be unafraid. 

Abide with me, O Savior, 

    A firmer faith bestow; 

Then I shall bid defiance 

    To ev’ry evil foe. 

 

3 In faith, Lord, let me serve You; 

    Though persecution, grief, and pain 

Should seek to overwhelm me, 

    Let me a steadfast trust retain; 

And then at my departure, 

    Lord, take me home to You, 

Your riches to inherit 

    As all You said holds true. 

In life and death, Lord, keep me 

    Until Your heav’n I gain, 

Where I by Your great mercy 

    The end of faith attain. 

Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON “Blessed!” Text: Matthew 5:1-12 

 

OFFERING 

 

“Lord of All Good”  LSB 786 

1 Lord of all good, our gifts we bring You now; 

    Use them Your holy purpose to fulfill. 

Tokens of love and pledges they shall be 

    That our whole life is offered to Your will. 

 

2 We give our minds to understand Your ways; 

    Hands, eyes, and voice to serve Your great design; 

Hearts with the flame of Your own love ablaze— 

    Thus for Your glory all our pow’rs combine. 

 

D 3 Father, whose bounty all creation shows; 

    Christ, by whose willing sacrifice we live; 

Spirit, from whom all life in fullness flows: 

    To You with grateful hearts ourselves we give. 

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84, alt. 

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003888 

Music: Public Domain 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor Let us pray for all people who call out to God in their distress. For our brothers and sisters who 

are poor in spirit because of outside oppression or personal problems, that God would remind 

them of their heavenly citizenship, let us pray to the Lord. 

Congregation Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord. 

  

Pastor For those who mourn, [including . . . ], that by their faith in Christ’s resurrection they would be 

comforted, let us pray to the Lord. 



Congregation Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord. 

  

Pastor For those who are meek as they thirst for righteousness, that God would raise up local and 

national leaders to provide security and justice for all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Congregation Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord. 

  

Pastor For those who reflect the mercy of God as they tend to the physical, emotional, and spiritual 

needs of those under their care, that God would give them wisdom and strength, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

Congregation Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord. 

  

Pastor For those who single-mindedly focus on sharing God’s peace with conflicted people around 

them, that God would keep them strong in faith to use every opportunity at their disposal, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

Congregation Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord. 

  

Pastor For the Church wherever people gather around Word and Sacrament, that God would alleviate 

persecution they may be enduring and let the Church grow in faith and numbers, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

Congregation Bless them for Jesus’ sake, O Lord. 

  

Pastor For ourselves in every difficulty, that God would remind us of Christ’s having done in our 

stead all that He calls us to do, let us pray to the Lord. 

  

Congregation In grateful thanksgiving, we rejoice this day and look forward to the reward our Savior 

won for us. To You alone, O Father, be all the glory, with Your Son and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

Congregation Amen. 

 



“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”   LSB 702 

1 My faith looks up to Thee, 

Thou Lamb of Calvary, 

    Savior divine. 

Now hear me while I pray; 

Take all my guilt away; 

O let me from this day 

    Be wholly Thine! 

 

2 May Thy rich grace impart 

Strength to my fainting heart; 

    My zeal inspire! 

As Thou hast died for me, 

Oh, may my love to Thee 

Pure, warm, and changeless be, 

    A living fire! 

 

3 While life’s dark maze I tread 

And griefs around me spread, 

    Be Thou my guide; 

Bid darkness turn to day, 

Wipe sorrow’s tears away, 

Nor let me ever stray 

    From Thee aside. 

 

4 When ends life’s transient dream, 

When death’s cold, sullen stream 

    Shall o’er me roll, 

Blest Savior, then, in love, 

Fear and distrust remove; 

O bear me safe above, 

    A ransomed soul! 

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808–87 

Text: Public domain 

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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