AS WE GATHER

Today is not only the First Sunday in Advent but also the commemoration of St. Andrew, whose day governs
the start of Advent. In this way, Andrew continues to point to Christ as we begin a new Church Year. We will
hear Jesus speak to us through the voice of His Word. We will hear His reminder to be ready at all times for His
return. In all our preparations, we acknowledge Him as Lord and receive Him and all His benefits.

FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
November 29-30, 2025

The first candle on the Advent wreath is lit.

HYMN “Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens” LSB 589
1 Speak, O Lord, Your servant listens,

Let Your Word to me come near;

Newborn life and spirit give me,
Let each promise still my fear.

Death’s dread pow’r, its inward strife,

Wars against Your Word of life;
Fill me, Lord, with love’s strong fervor
That I cling to You forever!

2 Oh, what blessing to be near You
And to listen to Your voice;
Let me ever love and hear You,
Let Your Word be now my choice!
Many hardened sinners, Lord,
Flee in terror at Your Word;
But to all who feel sin’s burden
You give words of peace and pardon.

3 Lord, Your words are waters living

When my thirsting spirit pleads.

Lord, Your words are bread life-giving;
On Your words my spirit feeds.

Lord, Your words will be my light

Through death’s cold and dreary night;
Yes, they are my sword prevailing
And my cup of joy unfailing!

4 As I pray, dear Jesus, hear me;
Let Your words in me take root.
May Your Spirit e’er be near me
That I bear abundant fruit.
May I daily sing Your praise,
From my heart glad anthems raise,
Till my highest praise is given
In the endless joy of heaven.
Text: Anna Sophia von Hessen-Darmstadt, 1638—83; tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860—1942, sts. 1-3, alt.;
tr. Christian Worship, 1993, st. 4
Text and tune: Public domain
Setting: © Concordia Publishing House



INVOCATION

P In the name of the Father and of the ~I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

HOLY BAPTISM - Avery Osborne (Sunday)

LORD'S PRAYER (Sunday)
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

APOSTLES’ CREED (Sunday)
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I~ everlasting. Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Romans 13:12; Philippians 1:6
P The night is far gone; the day is at hand.
C So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light.

Silence for self-examination.

P Holy and gracious God,



I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I know—the thoughts and
words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name of
Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

P He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

C Amen.

PSALM 122

'T was glad when they said to me,

“Let us go to the house of the LORD!”
2Qur feet have been standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem!

3Jerusalem—built as a city
that is bound firmly together,
4to which the tribes go up,
the tribes of the LORD,
as was decreed for Israel,
to give thanks to the name of the LORD.

SThere thrones for judgment were set,
the thrones of the house of David.

®Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!
“May they be secure who love you!

"Peace be within your walls
and security within your towers
8For my brothers and companions’ sake
I will say, “Peace be within you!”

"9

For the sake of the house of the LORD our God,

I will seek your good.

KYRIE
P
C

P

Kyrie, Kyrie eleison. [Lord, Lord have mercy.]
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison.

For peace in our hearts, for peace in the church, and for peace in the world, let us pray to the Lord:
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison.

For mercy to forgive all our sins, for mercy to forgive the sins of one another, and for mercy for all
those in need, let us pray to the Lord:
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison.

For grace to rule our unruly wills, for grace to prepare to receive the Lord in His Word, and for
grace to be found faithful when He comes at the end of all time, let us pray to the Lord:
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison.



P For hope to preserve us from despair, for hope to bear cheerful witness to Christ before the world,
and for hope to sustain us in the hour of trial, let us pray to the Lord:
C Kiyrie, Kyrie eleison.

SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the
threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 2:1-5
This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem:

In the last days the mountain of the Lord 's temple will be established as chief among the mountains; it will be
raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. Many peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to
the mountain of the Lord , to the house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in
his paths." The law will go out from Zion, the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He will judge between the
nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears
into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. Come, O
house of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the Lord . The Day of the Lord (NIV)

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Romans 13:8—14
Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman
has fulfilled the law. The commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do not
covet," and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: "Love your neighbor
as yourself." Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. And do this,
understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our
salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us
put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in
orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe
yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.

(NIV)

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 24:36—44
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fourth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. As it was
in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. For in the days before the flood, people were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew



nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the
coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. Two women will
be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. "Therefore keep watch, because you do not
know on what day your Lord will come. But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time
of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. So
you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. (NIV)

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

CREED (Saturday)
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life "I« everlasting. Amen.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

HYMN
1

2

“Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray”

Rise, my soul, to watch and pray;
From your sleep awaken!
Be not by the evil day
Unawares o’ertaken;
For the foe,
Well we know,
Is a harvest reaping
While the saints are sleeping.

Watch against the devil’s snares
Lest asleep he find you;
For indeed no pains he spares
To deceive and blind you.
Satan’s prey
Oft are they

LSB 663

Apostles’ Creed



Who secure are sleeping
And no watch are keeping.

3 Watch! Let not the wicked world
With its lies defeat you
Lest with bold deceptions hurled
It betray and cheat you.
Watch and see
Lest there be
Faithless friends to charm you,
Who but seek to harm you.

4 Watch against yourself, my soul,
Lest with grace you trifle;
Let not self your thoughts control
Nor God’s mercy stifle.
Pride and sin
Lurk within,
All your hopes to shatter;
Heed not when they flatter.

5 But while watching, also pray
To the Lord unceasing.
God protects you day by day,
Strength and faith increasing,
So that still
Mind and will
Shall unite to serve Him
And forever love Him.
Text: Johann Burkhard Freystein, 1671-1718; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Hundert...geistlicher Arien, Dresden, 1694, alt.; setting: Christian Worship, 1993
Text and music: Public domain

SERMON "Are you prepared and packed for the Parousia?" Text: Matthew 24:36-44
OFFERING

HYMN “Hark the Glad Sound” 349
1 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes,
The Savior promised long;
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne
And ev’ry voice a song.

2 He comes the pris’ners to release,
In Satan’s bondage held.
The gates of brass before Him burst,
The iron fetters yield.

3 He comes the broken heart to bind,
The bleeding soul to cure,
And with the treasures of His grace
To_enrich the humble poor.



4

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
Thy welcome shall proclaim,

And heav’n’s eternal arches ring
With Thy beloved name.

Text: Philip Doddridge, 170251
Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820, setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941
Text and music: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P

P

P

C

Let us pray on behalf of the world, those with special needs, and for all the faithful.

That we may depart from the ways of the wicked and boldly live in word and deed our faith in His
Word and our delight in His will, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

That we may resist the temptation to despair in time of trouble and always be ready to share a joyful
heart and hope in all circumstances of this mortal life, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

That we may enjoy the gift of good government, wise and faithful leaders, and peace among the
nations, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

That those who suffer in any want or need—the sick, grieving, and those troubled in mind or soul—
may be granted healing and comfort, [especially . . .], and that all may be preserved in faith and
holiness to the day of Christ, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

That we may be always ready to give the reason for the hope that we have in Jesus Christ as we
await His return, serving both God and our neighbor, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Additional petitions may be inserted here.

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER (Saturday)

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom



and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER (Saturday)
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously
kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and
graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER (Sunday)
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me
this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may
have no power over me. Amen.

BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.
C Amen.

HYMN “Christ Is Surely Coming” LSB 509
1 Christ is surely coming

Bringing His reward,

Alpha and Omega,
First and Last and Lord:

Root and Stem of David,
Brilliant Morning Star;

Meet your Judge and Savior,
Nations near and far!

2 See the holy city!
There they enter in,
All by Christ made holy,
Washed from ev’ry sin:
Thirsty ones, desiring
All He loves to give,
Come for living water,
Freely drink, and live!

3 Grace be with God’s people!
Praise His holy name!
Father, Son and Spirit,
Evermore the same;
Hear the certain promise
From the eternal home:
“Surely I come quickly!
Come, Lord Jesus, come!”
Text: Christopher M. Idle, 1938



Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958

Text: © 1975 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License
no. 110003888

Music: Public domain
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