
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

September 25, 2022 
 

PRELUDE, BELLS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, WELCOME 

 

HYMN  “Christ Be My Leader”  LSB 861 

1 Christ be my Leader by night as by day; 

Safe through the darkness, for He is the way. 

Gladly I follow, my future His care, 

Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there. 

 

2 Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth, 

Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth. 

Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand, 

Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand. 

 

3 Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife; 

Death cannot hold me, for He is the life. 

Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain 

Can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign. 

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 

Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003888 

 

INVOCATION 

P:  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 90:1, 12; 86:11–12; 119:159–160 

P:  Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. 

C:  Teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom. 

  

P:  Consider how I love Your precepts! Give me life according to Your steadfast love. 

C:  The sum of Your word is truth, and every one of Your just and righteous decrees endures forever. 

  

P:  Teach me Your way, O LORD, that I may walk in Your truth; unite my heart to fear Your name. 

C:  I give thanks to You, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and I will glorify Your name forever. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P:  Let us now confess our sins to God our merciful Father. 

C:  O God our heavenly Father, we confess to You that we are born sinful and have sinned against You in  

      many ways. We have not walked in Your ways of truth and righteousness. We have not followed Your  

      Commandments. We confess our sins and ask Your forgiveness. Have mercy on us, and for the sake  

      of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, forgive our sins, and help our infirmities. Create in us clean  

      hearts, and grant us new songs to sing to Your glory. 

  

P:  God has promised His merciful forgiveness to those who repent of their sins and turn to Him for forgiveness.  

      Upon your confession and in obedience to our Lord’s command, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of  

      all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

 



SALUTATION 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Let us pray. 

      O God, You are the strength of all who trust in You, and without Your aid we can do no good thing. Grant    

      us the help of Your grace that we may please You in both will and deed; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,  

      our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING    Amos 6:1–7 

 

Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, and to you who feel secure on Mount Samaria, you notable men of the 

foremost nation, to whom the people of Israel come! Go to Calneh and look at it; go from there to great 

Hamath, and then go down to Gath in Philistia. Are they better off than your two kingdoms? Is their land larger 

than yours? You put off the evil day and bring near a reign of terror. You lie on beds inlaid with ivory and 

lounge on your couches. You dine on choice lambs and fattened calves. You strum away on your harps like 

David and improvise on musical instruments. You drink wine by the bowlful and use the finest lotions, but you 

do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph. Therefore you will be among the first to go into exile; your feasting and 

lounging will end.  (NIV) 

 

L:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE     1 Timothy 6:6–19 

But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing 

out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. People who want to get rich fall into 

temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith 

and pierced themselves with many griefs. 

But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and 

gentleness. 

Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your 

good confession in the presence of many witnesses. In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, and of 

Christ Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you to keep this 

command without spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which God will bring about in his 

own time--God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone is immortal and 

who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever. 

Amen. 

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so 

uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command 

them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up 

treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is 

truly life. (NIV) 

  

L:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL   Luke 16:19–31 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter. 

C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 



  

"There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day.  At his gate was 

laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the 

dogs came and licked his sores. 

"The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and 

was buried. In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his 

side. 

So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and 

cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.' 

"But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus 

received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. And besides all this, between us and 

you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross 

over from there to us.' "He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, for I have five 

brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.' 

"Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.' 

" 'No, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.' 

"He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone 

rises from the dead.' "  (NIV) 

  

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE   (Sunday) 

HYMN  “What Is The World To Me”  LSB 730 

1 What is the world to me 

    With all its vaunted pleasure 

When You, and You alone, 

    Lord Jesus, are my treasure! 

You only, dearest Lord, 

    My soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my peace, my rest. 

    What is the world to me! 

 

2 The world seeks to be praised 

    And honored by the mighty 

Yet never once reflects 

    That they are frail and flighty. 

But what I truly prize 

    Above all things is He, 

My Jesus, He alone. 

    What is the world to me! 

 

3 The world seeks after wealth 

    And all that mammon offers 

Yet never is content 

    Though gold should fill its coffers. 

I have a higher good, 

    Content with it I’ll be: 

My Jesus is my wealth. 

    What is the world to me! 



 

4 What is the world to me! 

    My Jesus is my treasure, 

My life, my health, my wealth, 

    My friend, my love, my pleasure, 

My joy, my crown, my all, 

    My bliss eternally. 

Once more, then, I declare: 

    What is the world to me! 

Text: Georg Michael Pfefferkorn, 1645–1732; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 
SERMON St. Paul's Personal, Pastoral Letters – Timothy, take hold of that which is truly life (1 Tim. 6:6-19) 

 

OFFERING 

 

HYMN (during offering)  “Seek Ye First”  LSB 712  

1 Seek ye first the kingdom of God, 

And His righteousness. 

And all these things shall be added unto you! 

Allelu, alleluia! 

 

2 Ask and it shall be given unto you, 

Seek and ye shall find, 

Knock and the door shall be opened unto you, 

Allelu, alleluia! 

 

3 Man does not live by bread alone, 

But by ev’ry word 

That proceeds from the mouth of the Lord, 

Allelu, alleluia! 

Text: Karen Lafferty, 1948 

Text: © 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: CCLI License no. 671043 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P:  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

     We pray as Your people, gracious Lord, for the whole Church, that the name of Jesus be honored throughout  

     the world and the Gospel message of salvation joyfully be proclaimed. Bless the missionaries of these days  

     as they labor in Your vineyards. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

  

P:  We pray for the nations, mighty Lord, that the things that lead to peace be accomplished and that people live  

     without fear in all places around the globe. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

  

P:  We pray for our families, loving Lord, and for the neighborhoods in which we live. Grant that there be a  

     sense of mutual trust and care in every place. Grant that the work of elected officials, civil servants, and  

     caregivers be blessed among us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

 

  



P:  We pray for the armed forces of our nation, defending Lord, that they carry out their assignments with a  

      sense of support and purpose. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

  

P:  We pray for those with special needs this day, caring Lord, as we remember those who are hospitalized,  

     [including . . .], those who mourn, the unemployed and underemployed, the chronically ill and homebound,  

     and all others whose situations are not known to us at this time. We also remember those who are traveling  

     away from home in this season. Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

  

P:  Lord of time and eternity, we thank You for the missionaries of centuries past and for the faithful examples  

     of devoted Christians of previous generations, whose witness and ministry have blessed us. Guide us that we  

     continue in the ways they have established, that one day we rejoice together eternally at Your throne. Lord,  

     in Your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER (Saturday) 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 

keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your 

holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER (Sunday) 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night 

from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that 

all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

      The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

      The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C:  Amen. 

 

HYMN   “Fight The Good Fight”    LSB 664 

1 Fight the good fight with all your might; 

Christ is your strength, and Christ your right. 

Lay hold on life, and it shall be 

Your joy and crown eternally. 

 

2 Run the straight race through God’s good grace; 

Lift up your eyes, and seek His face. 

Life with its way before us lies; 

Christ is the path, and Christ the prize. 

 

3 Cast care aside, lean on your guide; 

His boundless mercy will provide. 

Trust, and enduring faith shall prove 

Christ is your life and Christ your love. 

 



4 Faint not nor fear, His arms are near; 

He changes not who holds you dear; 

Only believe, and you will see 

That Christ is all eternally. 

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811–75, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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